
 
       
 

                          
 

Year: Year 1/2 Unit: What happens on the canal? 

What will I learn? 
National Curriculum – Geography  
Aims  
Pupils should develop an understanding of the similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK. Use some basic geographical 
vocabulary such as ocean, river, soil, vegetation, season, city, town, village, factory, farm, port and canal.  
National Curriculum links to other subjects                                                                                             School Values – Ambition, Resilience, Responsibility 

• Art – Through the study of canal art 

• History – Pupils learn about events beyond living memory, such as the industrial revolution  

Locational knowledge 
* name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and 
capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 
 

Place knowledge 
*understand geographical similarities and differences through studying 
the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
* use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries * use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional * use aerial photographs to recognise landmarks 
and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key * use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its surrounding environment (canal). 

  

Key Vocabulary CANALS 
 

 
 

 

What should I already know? 

 • Name and locate the 4 countries of the United Kingdom and their capital 
cities 

Canal A canal is a human-made waterway that allows boats and ships 
to transport goods (inland) from place to place. They also allow 
boats and ships to pass from one body of water to another.  

• Basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical and human features 

Barge 
Canal boat 

A long and narrow boat used on a canal. A barge can be used to 
for leisure or to transport goods.  

• Use world maps, atlases and globes 

Human-made 
feature 

Something that has been made by humans. Sticky Learning 
Sticky Knowledge about Canals 

Natural feature Natural features are part of the land, and many were in a place 
before people lived there 

• Our local canal is the Leeds Liverpool Canal 

Habitat A habitat is a home for plants and animals or other living things. • Know that a canal is a human-made waterway and understand that they 
were invented to transport goods on a barge 

Lock A canal lock lifts or lowers canal boats and barges from one 
water level to another. 

• Know where the Leeds Liverpool Canal goes and understand the canal 
connects towns and cities 

Landmark Landmarks are features or structures around the world that are 
easily recognised or unique. They can be natural or human-
made. 

• Know the points of a compass (North, East, South and West) and use 
these to describe position or give directions 

Map Key A map key is a little box of information found at the bottom of a 
map. It contains an explanation of what the different lines and 
symbols on the map mean 

• Know that a map has a key, and use this to identify features 

Inland If something is situated inland, it is away from the coast; 
towards or near the middle of a country. 

• Know the key features along a canal 

Symbol A symbol is a drawing, shape, or object that represents 
something else. 

• Talk about how to keep safe around water (wider curriculum) 

 

 
 



Word Aware Vocabulary to be taught directly  Recommended Reads  
 

                                                                                                 

May cross over depending on year group and previous experiences 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

ocean 
river 
 

Manmade 
Natural 
Feature 
Straight 
Factory 
Coast 
Original 
Calm 
Habitat 
Safe 
Surround 
Sketch  

Lock 
barge 

 


