Attendance Matters Newsletter

A Strong Start

Did you know that learning starts at ten to nine?

During a recent assembly we talked about the importance of a ‘Strong Start’ to each
day. As soon as our children enter school, their learning starts. We do not wait until
9:00am.

Being punctual means making sure children are in school and ready to learn. Good

punctuality is essential for children to achieve their full potential.
Punctuality is something that school aspire to improve as we continue to have a number of children
who arrive after 9:00am.

Top Tips to improve punctuality

e Get to know your child’s timetable- work together to make sure they have everything ready
the night before e.g. book, PE or swimming kit, uniform.

e Make sure your child has a good bedtime routine so they get plenty of rest and don’t
struggle to get out of bed in the morning.

e Investin a good, reliable alarm clock- make setting it part of your child’s bedtime routine.

e Tryto ensure your child has a good breakfast to set them up for the day.

e Have a back-up plan for getting your child to school in case something crops up- friends, or
family, perhaps neighbours who are taking their children to school anyway.

e Allow lots of time for your journey to school.

o If you are finding it difficult to get your child to school on time, talk to a member of staff and

ask for help.
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Leave in Term Time

Leave in term time is not a ‘right’. Absence from school cab have a serious impact
on your child’s education. The Department of Education guidelines state that head
teachers may no longer authorise holidays during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances.

All requests for leave in term time must be made in advance of confirming any
arrangements. ‘Leave of Absence’ application forms can be collected from the
school office. These must be completed in full and returned as soon as possible.
Evidence to support your application will be requested by school.

Once a decision has been made regarding your application you will be notified.

Unauthorised absence are liable for a Fixed Penalty Notices issued by Lancashire County Council of
£60.00 per pupil, per parent. If this is not paid within 21 days this will increase to £120.00. The fines
are collected by Lancashire County Council, school do not receive this money. If a fine is not paid,
court attendances may be required.

BEFORE BOOKING ANY HOLIDAYS, PLEASE THINK CAREFULLY.....

e Approximately every 6 weeks your child gets a holiday from school.
e There are 175 days when children are not in school which could be used for holidays and
family time.

Let's look at the numbers

Current whole school attendance

Late
after
9.30am

Unauthorised
absence

82
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every student, every day




