
Year 4 Maths- Parent guidance 

Place value  

To be able to understand the concept of many maths topics, 

children must have a firm understanding of place value. 

They must understand that a number can be broken down into 

tens and ones or hundreds, tens and ones. This is called 

partitioning. Examples shown here:  

 

Addition 

By the end of Year 4, pupils will have been introduced to the 

standard, written method that we have previously called “carrying”; 

however, by this time, they will know that they are really converting 

from one place value to the next – similar to taking 10 one-pound 

coins to the bank and getting a ten-pound note for them. We now call 

it “exchanging,” a term that is used in subtraction as well as 

addition. 

Subtraction 

In Year 4, pupils start using the more formalised, vertical 

method for subtraction. Partitioning is used here.  

“Borrowing” is taught through this method, although it is 

now called “exchanging,” similar to when one goes to a bank 

to get ten 1 pound coins for a ten-pound note.  

 

 

Multiplication 

By the end of Year 4, pupils will be required to have 

memorised the 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,7,8,9, 10, 11 and 12 times 

tables. They will also be learning to multiply two-digit and 

three-digit numbers by a single digit number, e.g. 23 x 8 = 

184 or 123 x 9 = 1107 

At this point, a more formal written method is 

introduced, using partitioning (expanding numbers into 

hundreds, tens and ones). The main method used to teach 

this is the “grid method.” An example is shown below. 

 

  



Division  

It is really important that children understand the Year 3 method, before moving onto 

the Year 4 method. By Year 3, pupils use repeated subtraction on a number line. 

Once they have mastered the first two steps then they will be ready to move onto the 

next step in Year 4. 

Step 1- counting backwards in steps of 

what you are dividing by then 

counting the jumps to find the answer 

e.g. 

 

 

Step 2- A more efficient method, 

chunking taking 10 lots of the multiple, 

then counting in steps e.g.  

 

 

 

 

By the end of Year 4, pupils are starting to 

learn formal written methods of division. 

They are still using repeated subtraction but 

are doing it more formally. They are also 

finding remainders after division (leftovers). 

 


